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Christ Victorious

Christ Victorious
SENTENCE OF THE DAY:
Again Jesus said, “May peace be with you! The Father has sent me. So
now I am sending you.” (John 20:21)

COLLECT OF THE DAY – Let us pray:
Grant us, O Lord, a keen appreciation of the Easter feast we have just celebrated. Make us to ever want to bring forth the fruits of the cross and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus - the gifts of our baptism, in all areas of our
lives. May our conversations and behaviours be always pleasing to you.
Change us into such powerful witnesses of the resurrection that others
may, on seeing our faith in action, be drawn to the Living Word. Amen.

Christ Victorious
God created the world and everything in it, including human
beings. God created a perfect world. In the beginning, there
was no sin--no hatred, no disagreement, and no death. But
God also allowed humans to make their own choices. The
first humans, Adam and Eve, disobeyed God, allowing sin to enter God's perfect
world. From then on, every human has been born with sinful desires—desires to
think, say and do things that are not pleasing to God—that lead to separation
from God and eternal death.
But the situation does not end there. God loves the world and the people in it--so
much, in fact, that he made a plan to take away the guilt of our sin. God sent his
Son, Jesus, into the world as a human. Jesus gave his life to pay the price for sins
he did not commit (1 Jn. 2:2). Jesus accepted the punishment for our sins so that
we do not have to. Three days after Jesus was killed, God brought Jesus to life
again because Jesus himself had committed no sins, defeating the power of death
(Acts 2:24). This is referred to as the resurrection, and is the main focus of the
Season of EASTER. So Jesus Christ was victorious over both sin and death.
Our faith is centred in God's love for us shown in Jesus Christ, his Son, giving his
life to pay the price for our sins so that God could forgive our sins and grant us
eternal life. When we accept Jesus' sacrifice for us and commit our life to following him by inviting him into our heart to obey him, after turning away from our
sins, God forgives our sins and grants us eternal life. This is what the Bible means
to believe in Jesus Christ, and how Christ’s victory over death ensures our victory
over death (refer to the two pictures at bottom of front page).
And when we commit our life to following Jesus Christ, he will say to us “ …. The
Father has sent me. So now I am sending you” (Jn. 20:21). Jesus wants his followers to tell people about salvation through his victorious death and coming back to
life. It is our responsibility to tell people how to obtain God’s forgiveness. His
Father had sent him to the world in order to save people from the results of their
sins, which are separation from God and eternal death. In the same way, Jesus
now sends his followers to tell everybody about this. But we cannot do this mahi
alone. We need God’s help. We need him to guide us. We need his power and
authority. So we need to depend on the Holy Spirit in our heart for the power to
serve God and minister to people by bringing them the message of salvation. If
they accept the message sincerely from the heart and truly turn away from their
sins, God forgives them. But if they are not sincere when they ask for God’s forgiveness because they may not really want to turn away from their sins, then their
sins will not be forgiven and they will remain lost. As more and more people sincerely turn away from their sins and put trust in the risen and living Jesus Christ,
his victory over sin is extended in their lives.
If you are not saved from the results of your sins which are separation from God
and eternal death, what keeps you from turning away from your sins and putting
trust in Jesus Christ? What holds you back? Whatever it is, it is not worth the
eternal price you will pay for not coming to him.
In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit - amen.

The Reading from Acts: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

A reading from Acts chapter 2 beginning at verse 14a.
Peter Speaks to the Crowd
14
Then Peter stood up with the 11 apostles. In a loud voice he spoke to the
crowd. 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this! Jesus of Nazareth was a man who had
God’s approval. God did miracles, wonders and signs among you through Jesus.
You yourselves know this. 23 Long ago God planned that Jesus would be handed
over to you. With the help of evil people, you put Jesus to death. You nailed
him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead. He set him free from the
suffering of death. It wasn’t possible for death to keep its hold on Jesus. 25 David
spoke about him. He said, “ ‘I know that the Lord is always with me. Because he
is at my right hand, I will always be secure. 26 So my heart is glad and joy is on my
tongue. My whole body will be full of hope. 27 You will not leave me in the place
of the dead. You will not let your holy one rot away. 28 You always show me the
path that leads to life. You will fill me with joy when I am with you.’ (Psalm 16:8–
11)
29
“Fellow Israelites, you can be sure that King David died. He was buried. His
tomb is still here today. 30 But David was a prophet. He knew that God had
made a promise to him. God had promised that he would make someone in David’s family line king after him. 31 David saw what was coming. So he spoke
about the Messiah rising from the dead. He said that the Messiah would not be
left in the place of the dead. His body wouldn’t rot in the ground. 32 God has
raised this same Jesus back to life. We are all witnesses of this.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Thanks be to God.
The Epistle Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2

A reading from 1 John chapter 1 beginning at verse 1.
The Word of Life Became a Human Being
1
Here is what we announce to everyone about the Word of life. The Word was
already here from the beginning. We have heard him. We have seen him with
our eyes. We have looked at him. Our hands have touched him. 2 This life has
appeared. We have seen him. We are witnesses about him. And we announce
to you this same eternal life. He was already with the Father. He has appeared
to us. 3 We announce to you what we have seen and heard. We do it so you can
share life together with us. And we share life with the Father and with his Son,
Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing this to make our joy complete.
Walking in the Light
5
Here is the message we have heard from him and announce to you. God is light.
There is no darkness in him at all. 6 Suppose we say that we share life with God
but still walk in the darkness. Then we are lying. We are not living out the truth.
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7

But suppose we walk in the light, just as he is in the light. Then we share life with
one another. And the blood of Jesus, his Son, makes us pure from all sin.
8
Suppose we claim we are without sin. Then we are fooling ourselves. The truth
is not in us. 9 But God is faithful and fair. If we confess our sins, he will forgive
our sins. He will forgive every wrong thing we have done. He will make us pure.
10
If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar. His word is not in us.
1
My dear children, I’m writing this to you so that you will not sin. But suppose
someone does sin. Then we have a friend who speaks to the Father for us. He is
Jesus Christ, the Blameless One. 2 He gave his life to pay for our sins. But he not
only paid for our sins. He also paid for the sins of the whole world.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Thanks be to God.
The Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to John chapter 20 beginning at verse 19.
Praise and Glory to God.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples
19
On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together. They
had locked the doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Jesus came
in and stood among them. He said, “May peace be with you!” 20 Then he showed
them his hands and his side. The disciples were very happy when they saw the
Lord.
21
Again Jesus said, “May peace be with you! The Father has sent me. So now I
am sending you.” 22 He then breathed on them. He said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
23
If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven. If you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.”
Jesus Appears to Thomas
24
Thomas was one of the 12 disciples. He was also called Didymus. He was not
with the other disciples when Jesus came. 25 So they told him, “We have seen the
Lord!”
But he said to them, “First I must see the nail marks in his hands. I must put my
finger where the nails were. I must put my hand into his side. Only then will I
believe.”
26
A week later, Jesus’ disciples were in the house again. Thomas was with them.
Even though the doors were locked, Jesus came in and stood among them. He
said, “May peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here.
See my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and
believe.”
28
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are
those who have not seen me but still have believed.”
The Purpose of John’s Gospel
30
Jesus performed many other signs in front of his disciples. They are not written
down in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God. If you believe this, you will have life because you
belong to him.

This is the Gospel of Christ. Praise to Christ, the Word.

